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COURSE IN EXPOSITORY WRITING
Unit 4. Addressing opposing views

Lesson 4a

o Imagine you are going to a meeting of your classwodtee. The
. meeting is discussing the end-of-year class pamyhere it will be

fﬁ”/, held and whether it is to be formal or informal.urbope that the

-’ other students will listen to your suggestions, yweer point of view

and do some of the things you suggest. Before yotoghe meeting,
you would prepare yourself like this:

» Think aheadanticipate objections, questions and opposing vieApéarty
in a hotel? What will it cost? / Too expensivegaity in the school hall is
better because)..

* Plan how toaddress (answer) the objections and questioyeq, a bit
expensive, but we can raise the money by...It iexensive if you think
of the experience)..

We do the same in essay writing. Teachers and eeamihink an essay is good if the
student addresses the reader’s questions, objsdaiwh opposing arguments. In this unit,
you will learn how to:

¢+ * Anticipate points of view that challenge your puwsitin the
< > essay.

» Answer the challenge without giving up your positio
First, we will study how writers do it.
on

KB
S
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Activity 4.1 Deconstruction

Social situation: Singaporeans are talking abouethdr a casino should be built in

Singapore. The writer of Text 4A joins in the dission by writing a letter tdhe Straits
Times

Questions 1 and 2 help you to learn from the wiateText 4A how to deal with views
opposite to your own position. Work in a group d@her question 1, 2 or 3.

Read the question, then the writer's goal, and themelevant paragraphs of Text 4A.
Questions start on the next page.
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Activity 4.1 Question 1

1(a) Before we counter an opposing view, we must fell R (the reader) what it is. In
Paragraph 2, which sentences tell R the opposieg%i(Hint: First, find out the
Text 4A writer’s own view; read her goal statemienthe box at the end of Q1.)

(b) In the sentences you found in 1(a), looktfee words that meanThis is not my
view; this is what others believd-ill in this table:

Find the words

Words

That refer to the people who hold the

opposing view

That introduce/report the opposing view

(verbs)

(c) Which sentences in Paragraphs 2 and 3 cothr@epposing view? Study these
sentences and do the tasks below to complete blee ta

Look in Paragraph 3 for present tense verbs

that W (the writer) uses to salyknow this
is true

In Paragraph 3, a modal that W uses to say:
This is a possible event that | feel sure

about

In Paragraph 2, the part of a sentepce
where W partly concedes the opposing

view. (Concedemeans to sayOkay, you're
right/maybe you're righ}

The part of a sentence where W asserts

(says again) her position.

Paragraphs 2 and 3 (The whole text is on page 6.)

2. *Advocates of the casino argue
that gambling is already prevalent in
Singapore’They say that Singaporeans
are already gambling on the internet,
betting on 4-D, and going on gambling
cruises to nowhere’This may be true
but, surely, there is no need to add to the
harmful activities.

3. ’Our social services are struggling to
cope with the number of gambling

addicts and their suffering familie8A
casino will make the problem worse.
*More families will break up because the
bread winner has gambled away the
money meant for paying for food and the
children’s education’®We do not need
more ruined families; we do not need a
casino.

Writer’s goal

in Text 4A: benefit to Singapore.

To argue that a casino may bring social harm rathen economic
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Activity 4.1 Question 2

2(a) Before we counter an opposing view, we must fell R (the reader) what it is. In
Paragraph 4, which sentences tell R the opposieg%i(Hint: First, find out the
Text 4A writer’s own view; read her goal statemienthe box at the end of Q2.)

(b) In the sentences you found in 2(a), looktfee words that meanThis is not my
view; this is what others believd-ill in this table:

Find the word(s)

Words

That refer to the people who hold the

opposing view

That introduce/report the opposing view

(verbs)

(c) Which sentences in Paragraphs 4 and 5 coth@@pposing view? Study these
sentences and do the tasks below to complete hlee ta

Look in Paragraph 5 for past tense verbs
that W uses to sayrhis past event is a fact

that proves my point

In Paragraphs 4 & 5, two modals that |W

uses to say: IThis is a possible eveand
2.1 feel very sure about this happening

In Paragraph 4, the word telling R that W
has finished stating the opposing view and

is about to start disagreeing with it.

The part of a sentence where W asserts

(says again) her position (Para 4 & 5).

Paragraphs 4 and 5 (The whole text is on page 6)

4. "'People who support the casino
proposal also argue that a casino would
bring economic benefits to Singapore.
“More tourists would come to
Singapore and more jobs would be
created. *However, the experience of
some American cities tells us that the
economic benefits may not happen.

5. “Some cities in the United States
built casinos to ape the Las Vegas model
of success!*They found that spending

was diverted from existing places of
entertainment to the casind$Cinemas
and restaurants earned less because
people were flocking to the casinos.
YExisting entertainment and tourist
attractions in Singapore may suffer the
same fate if a casino is buitfThere will

be no economic benefit if existing places
of entertainment stop attracting people,
close down, and workers lose their jobs.

Writer's goal  To argue that a casino may bring social harm rathen economic

in Text 4A: benefit to Singapore.
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Activity 4.1 Question 3
(a) Study Paragraphs 3 and 5. Look for words thatvsW doing these acts:

Para 3 [Write words here in the group’s worksheet]

Paint undesirable results of opposing
position (et's have the casing;
Singaporeans already gambling

Para 5

Based on past experience, imagine| or
predict undesirable results of opposing
position.

(b) In Paragraphs 3 and 5, W argues against ortemurthe opposing view. What
countering strategy is W using in each paragraph?

A. The facts say you're wrong.

If we take your position, bad thingsll happen.

You can't trust the source (person/book/websité shgs opposing view).
Imagine the bad things that could possibly happen.

moow

Yes, but it's not important/relevant in our sitwei

Paragraphs 3 and 5 (The whole text is on page 6)

3. 'Our social services are 5. *Some cities in the United States
struggling to cope with the number of  built casinos to ape the Las Vegas model
gambling addicts and their suffering  of success’*They found that spending
families. ®A casino will make the was diverted from existing places of
problem worse. *More families will entertainment to the casind$Cinemas
break up because the bread winner has and restaurants earned less because
gambled away the money meant for people were flocking to the casinos.
paying for food and the children’s YExisting entertainment and tourist
education’®We do not need more ruined  attractions in Singapore may suffer the
families; we do not need a casino. same fate if a casino is buitfThere will

(Parad) ... ... be no eco_nomic benefit if exis_ting places

of entertainment stop attracting people,
close down, and workers lose their jobs.

Writer's goal  To argue that a casino may bring social harg
in Text 4A: rather than economic benefit to Singapore. \%
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Text 4A
Writer's goal  To argue that a casino may bring social harm rathen economic
in Text 4A: benefit to Singapore.

Ay &

A casino for Singapore?

1. 'Many letters on the casino debate
have appeared in tHéorum in the past
few weeks.’A number have argued in
support of setting up a casino in
Singapore. 3 find their arguments
flawed.

2. *Advocates of the casino argue
that gambling is already prevalent in
Singapore’They say that Singaporeans
are already gambling on the internet,
betting on 4-D, and going on gambling
cruises to nowhere’This may be true
but, surely, there is no need to add to the
harmful activities?

3. 'Our social services are
struggling to cope with the number of
gambling addicts and their suffering
families. A casino will make the
problem worse. *More families will
break up because the bread winner has
gambled away the money meant for
paying for food and the children’s

AW

4y &

education'®We do not need more ruined
families; we do not need a casino.

4. "'People who support the casino
proposal also argue that a casino would
bring economic benefits to Singapore.
“More tourists would come to
Singapore and more jobs would be
created. ®*However, the experience of
some American cities tells us that the
economic benefits may not happen.

5. “Some cities in the United States
built casinos to ape the Las Vegas model
of success!*They found that spending
was diverted from existing places of
entertainment to the casind$Cinemas
and restaurants earned less because
people were flocking to the casinos.
YExisting entertainment and tourist
attractions in Singapore may suffer the
same fate if a casino is buitfThere will
be no economic benefit if existing places
of entertainment stop attracting people,
close down, and workers lose their jobs.

(Adapted from various letters frofthe Straits TimeBorum page.)
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Activity 4.2 Anticipate, counter
Your group of 6 students will work on one of theotaocial situations below.

Situation1 ... ... for Teen Inspiration

Situation: A TV station is selecting a celebritylde Singapore’s Teen Inspiration. The
person selected will be a role model for young 8puyeans 13 to 20 years
of age. He/she will be given a wardrobe of desighathes and $100, 000 to
appear in advertisements aimed at teenagers. Heftihgo round schools
and colleges to talk to young people. Celebritresta apply to the Selection
Committee and convince the Committee that theytlaeebest choice for
Teen Inspiration.

Your group’s You are the agent for ... ... (fill in your celebrity'eame here). You are
role: writing to the Selection Committee to propose ywir celebrity should
be Teen Inspiration.

Group’s goal: Convince the selection committee that ....is the most suitable person
for Teen Inspiration.

Task 1:  Anticipate objection

1. Asa Divide your group into 3 pairs of students. Chod&epersons from the
group:  Selection Committee below. Each pair of studerikedan the role of one of
these persons.

2. Each Get into role. Feel and think like this person. idipiate how this person will
pair of  object to the proposed celebrity. Note down all dhgections you can think
students: of. Choose the most important or most likely obgattto present to your

group.

Selection Committee members

W
i

C) -
School principal

Student Sports personality

, . Your choice of role
Officer from the Ministry

of Community Development
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Task 2: Plan counter-argument

1. Pairs of studentsEach committee member tells the group one mainctbjeto the
speak in their role: proposed celebrity. Explain enough; make sure theum
understands.

2. The group in the Plan how to counter each of the three objectioitk & countering
role of celebrity’s strategy. Refer to the Appendix for help. Write diowhat you will
agent discuss: say in 2 or 3 sentences.

Task 3: Presentation

1. Prepare  Decide: Who in the group will play thedes —
* 1 student as each Selection Committee member
» 2 students, taking turns, as the celebrity’s agent.

* 1 student as stage manager. His/her job: to holtherards showing
the group’s goal and identity of Selection Comnaitteember.

Use any props available to get into role. For edamBchool Principal
could wear a tie.

Write the goal and roles on the cards provided. (®g.ald susilo’s
Agent). Use large letters so the whole class can see. [§Bvious page for
goal.)

2. Present  Show the group’s goal to the class.

Committee Member 1 says his/her objection. The becles agent
counters the objection. (Stage manager holds uppppte card to tell the
class who is speaking.)

Committee Member 2 presents objection. Agent caanfend so on...
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Activity 4.2 Anticipate, counter
Situation 2  Girls for National Service

Situation: A woman’s organisation has proposed Biagaporean girls should do
national service. The government, through its FaekbCommittee, is
gathering the views of citizens on the issue.

Your group’s  You belong to GINS (Girls for National Service), movement of

role: Singaporean youth, male and female, who believegins should do
national service. You are preparing to meet thelbaek Committee.

Group’sgoal: As members of the GINS delegatioopvince the government
Feedback Committee why girls should be allowedadN&.

Task 1:  Anticipate objection

1. Asa Divide your group into 3 pairs of students. Chod&epersons from the
group:  government Feedback Committee below. Each paitunfesits takes on the
role of one of these persons.

2. Each Get into role. Feel and think like this person. idipiate how this person will
pair of  object to GINS’ argument. Note down all the object you can think of.
students: Choose the most important or most likely objectmpresent to your group.

Government Feedback Committee

=
DEe ’

Army commander

. Father with daughter

Female police officer . _
National Service man

<. |

m Woman doctor

19 year old girl (student)

Your choice of role




NIE/CRPP Teaching Expository Writing Project. Unit 4

Task 2: Plan counter-argument

1. Pairs of studentsEach committee member tells the group one mainctibje to the
speak in their role: position taken by GINS. Explain enough; make sure group
understands.

2. The group in the Plan how to counter each of the three objectioitk & countering
role of the GINS strategy. Refer to the Appendix for help. Write dowhat you will
delegation: say in 2 or 3 sentences.

Task 3: Presentation
1. Prepare  Decide: Who in the group will play thesles —

» 1 student as each Feedback Committee member

» 2 students, taking turns, as the GiNS spokesperson.

* 1 student as stage manager. His/her job: to holtheards showing
the group’s goal and identity of Feedback Committegnber.

Use any props available to get into role. For eXam@S Man could sit on
an over-turned chair labelled ‘TANK'.

Write the goal and roles on the cards provided. (esgror Emily Tawn).
Use large letters so the whole class can see.pi@e®us page for goal.)

2. Present  Show the group’s goal to the class.

Committee Member 1 says his/her objection. GiN&epperson counters
the objection. (Stage manager holds up appropcdatd to tell the class
who is speaking.)

Committee Member 2 presents objection. GINS spaksspm counters.
And so on...

10
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Lesson 4b Grammar for stating and countering oppsing view

In this lessonyou will learn the grammar for:
* Bringing up an opposing view
» Saying how certain you are about something.

Activity 4.3 Bringing up the opposing view

Study these sentence patterns.

4 Who says?

Vo

Saying or thinking verb

Opposing view (summarise

Name the person or group

Some people
Supporters of the casino

Parents who cane their
children

Students from poorer homes

argue/may argue that
believe/think that

may/will say that

may worry about

a casino would bring economic
benefits.

caning is the quickest way to
discipline children.

the cost of buying a variety of
clothes to wear to school every
day.

If you don’t want to or

cannot name the person(s):

It

Although

could/may be argued that

(no thinking/saying verb)

if we do not compete to win, we
may always be losers.

gambling is now available in
Singapore, ...(continues to
counter opposing view)

Sulin, the writer of the paragraphs below, has stated the opposing view she is
countering in each paragraph. In a few cases, sisewnritten notes in non-standard

English. Working with a partner (or alone), writelif’s missing sentences.

Hints o«

Note Sulin’s goal for the essay.

d)

* Read what she says and discuss with your partnat apposing view
Sulin is countering.

» Use the sentence patterns above to guide yourself.

11
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1. ...............[caning okay, good for children]Topic: Discipline

Such parents should consider the possib(laeoal'dﬁguﬁn;hith“tdhr%nbie;tt;:gz ;0
damaging effects of caning on their children. A reasgn and example g
child who is caned may feel resentful of his '
parents for not being willing to listen to him. He
may have a reason for what the parents think is
‘misbehaving’. Worse, he may grow up thinking
that physical force is an acceptable way of
resolving problems between people.

2 Topic: Should Singapore have a
But do they have any evidence that a casino will casino?

turn Singapqre into_a ngtio_n of morally decad_egtoal: Persuade reader to agree that a
gamblers with family life in tatters? Malaysia casino would bring economic
and Australia have casinos. But we cannot say effects

that their people are less moral than people in '

countries without casinos. Nor can we prove t

the casino is the main cause of divorce and

break up of families in those countries. What we

can prove is that the casino creates jobs and adds

to the government’s revenue.

P Topic: The school uniform should
People wearing the same uniform may or may not be compulsory. Discuss.
not feel a sense of belonging to theiéoal'
organisation. McDonalds counter staff wear a
common uniform but they may not all feel
loyalty to McDonalds or to each other. People
feel loyal to an organisation when they share its
beliefs and ideas. In a school where students can
choose what to wear, students might feel loyalty

to the school because they are happy with their
school’s belief in creativity.

Argue that a compulsory
uniform stifles creativity.

12
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4. ............ [Notes what for? already got StraitsTopic: Write a letter appealing for
Times pocket money fund] ..................., the funds for poor students in
amount is only $50 per month. This sum is your school.

meant to be used by poor students to buy food(if(n)
the school canteen so that they do not go hungry.
But sometimes students need money for other
educational purposes like exam fees, books or

al: Convince business people and
well-off parents that the poor
students in the school need

: : financial help.
excursions. It is sad, for example, when a few
students cannot join a school excursion because
their parents cannot afford the $10 or $20 for the
bus fare. The school would pay if there is money
available for helping needy students.
5. ............ [Notes so convenient; can study affopic: Can computers replace the
home; no need to go to school]..................... classroom teacher? What
While studying at home may appear convenient, are your views?

it does not allow students to socialise with ea
other and with the teacher. By interacting wit
each other face to face in a classroom, students
learn to cooperate with others. By interacting

with only a computer screen, students cannot

oal: Argue that computers cannot
completely replace teachers
because computers cannot
interact with students like

learn to get on with different types of people, humans do.
which they will have to do in working life later.
OE =1

13
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In argumentative essays and formal letters, wendfteve to say how certain we are about
something. Here are some examples:

What we wish to do in the Grammar Example
essay
Say to R1 am very sure this | Simple Gambling, in various forms, alreac

is true. This is fact

We expect R to treat a
statement as true.

To use statement as fact to
support a claim.

present tense

L4

exists in Singapore. fclaim] Crowds
flock to the horse races on race dg
Queuedorm at betting shops...

yS.

Say to RThis is very
possible; I'm quite certain

To argue the benefits of our
position, or the negative effe
of an opposing position.

will, can, may

A casinowill create jobs. More touris
will visit Singapore. Somenay even
return for repeat visits.

With more factories shifting to Chin
unemploymentan get worse.

S

R

Talk about hypothetical (not
real) situations.

To argue for/against a positig
by describing likely
desirable/undesirable
outcomes.

would

n

Imagine what itwould be like for
students in a school with no uniforf
Rich studentswould show off their
expensive brand name jeans, shirts
belts. Poorer studentsvould worry
about not having enough clothes
different styles and designs.

and

of

To tell R:I'm not saying this
is a fact but it's possible; it
may be true, it may not be.

To make claims to support o
position and avoid being
challenged (Stop R from
objecting:That’s not true in
all cases.

Or to concede that an
opposing view may be partly

could, might

. 9

right.

Some people claim that tradition
medicines cured them after westé
medicines failed. While traditiona
medicines could appear to work fo
some diseases, there is no scient
proof that they are effective and sa
The herbs from the medicine m
might contain harmful substances tf
can damage health.

al
3rn
al
ific
fe.
AN
at

14
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Activity 4.4 How certain am 1?

Select a topic for your group. Work in pairs onleaask in the topic. Write down as
many sentences as you can for the task. Presebe#tene(s) to your group. The group
representative will present sentences on the topice whole class.

1. Topic: Branded goods (e.g. Gucci watches, Arnsanis) are better than non-branded
goods. [Where you see a blank, fill it with youabd name and product (e.g.

Nike shoej.

Tasks: What to do

Your intention in the social
situation

(a) Make a statement about the price of bran
goods. Follow this with why people buy then

dealtell others you're very sure.
n.

(b) Suppose you have lots of money and you
shopping. Talk about your shopping behavig
Start:If | orEvenifl...

You are quite certain about
whopping  behaviour in
imagined situation.

your
this

(c) Your friend says: ......... last longer than
cheaper brands. You disagree, SO you conce
reluctantly and then assert your negative
opinion of branded goods. Ubat or however
to start the sentence asserting your opinion.

opinion is right.

2" sentence: You believe that your

1 sentence: Reluctantly agree that
edhat your friend says is possible.

(d) Someone says: Of course, ....... are better.
They are not made in some cheap factory in
Korea or Brazil. Make a statement about wh

edispute your friend’s claim.

You are not one hundred per cent
sure of the fact but you want to

branded ........ are possibly made.
e )
\ / ~3 %
[

15
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2. Situation: A girl from a prestigious school igarested in a boy from a neighbourhood
school. There is a discussion on the internet oetldr such a relationship

would work.

Tasks: What to do

Your intention in the social
situation

(a) Make a statement about whether the
relationship will work. Qualify yourself by
adding a conditionl{ they/the girl..)

You’re quite sure you are right.

(b) Imagine a situation where the boy or girl
feel uncomfortable because of their differe
backgrounds. Describe the possible feeling
the boy/girl. Startimagine what would happe

i (The next sentence is about his/

feelings.)

yi¥ou are talking about a
ehiypothetical situation for the sake
sajfargument. You are not saying:
rthis is fact.

her

(c) Your friend says: The girl's parents will
disapprove of him. After some pressure fron
them, she will break off the relationship. Use
but or howeverto start the sentence asserting
your opposite opinion of the girl.

1*' sentence: Reluctantly agree tl
1 what your friend says is possible.

2" sentence: You believe tH
opposite and you're quite sure y
are right.

nat

e

(d) Someone says: Her friends will look down
him. How can the relationship last?

You disagree about what her friends will
Provide a reason why you disagt
(because.).

orou are not one hundred per cé
sure you’re right but you want t

DI%ilspute your friend’s claim abo

e er friends”.

2Nt
(0]
It

B P az

16
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3. Situation: An uncle will pay for you to study afpre-university college in London or
in a country town in England. You are writing hinmedter to say that you
prefer to study in London. Your goal is to persuada to agree with your

choice.

Tasks: What to do

Your intention in the social
situation

(a) Make a statement about the reputation of
college in London (what it is well known fo
give the college a name.)

tieu’'re treating the statement
rfact.

(b) Anticipate your uncle saying: Living in Londg
IS more expensive.
Concede his point; then stick to your chdige

stating a possible benefit of studying
London. StartAlthough..

pWhen you concede your uncle
point, you half believe he is righ
When you state the benefit, you 4
iﬂuite certain about it.

(c) Anticipate your parents possibly objecting: E

London is not safe for a young girl/boy il

you.

Assure your uncle about your ability to t3

care of yourself.

Bdtithoughclause: Your parents ha

x@mot objected yet. You think it i
possible they will.
\Kéontinue 1st sentence: You’

confident about your ability to tak
care of yourself.

(2]

re

(d) Imagine the negative results of studying i
country town. Startin a country town, I...
There....

nlmagine your life in  the
hypothetical situation (e.g. soci
activities, food, your feelings).

al

17
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4. Topic: Do men make better leaders than womeh# (fbpic was much discussed on
TV and in the news after the government appointexvwomen as ministers.)

Tasks: What to do

Your intention in the social
situation

(a) Make a statement about one strength of atenYou're treating the statement as

women in comparison to the other gender. (efgct.

...stronger/more objective than)

(b) For the sake of argument, imagine a

man/woman leader in a situation where peopia the hypothetical situation.

disagree with his/her decision. Describe a

possible reaction from the man/woman leader.

Start:Faced with objections from
subordinates, a woman/man...

You think this behaviour is possible

(c) Anticipate some people saying, “Women a¥ou know that “emotional”

more emotional...’Counter this to support th
position: Women make better leadefSounter

to think this is not a problem.

with a fact or with a statement about men/

women that you are quite sure of.

ig

gorobably true. But you have reaspn

(d) A man argues: If the world had more wor
leaders, there would be disaster. Suppor
reject his position by imagining a world wi
more women leaders. Sta#t:world with more
women leaders./..In a world with more
women leaders...

[ pcture are possible, either
tipossible or very possible.

arou want to say that the results ypu

just

18
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Activity 4.5 | can counter-argue

At the end of Unit 3, you wrote two paragraphsupport your position in an essay. Go
back to the same essay. Now write one or two papdg to counter an opposing view
you anticipate.

At the top of the page, give the following infornoet
Essay topiC: ..ovvviiiii i,
Goal: e

Example:
Topic:  Shouwld weekend homework be bovwned?

My goal: To- awrgue that weekend homework shouwld be
barmned to- allow studenty wmorve tume withv
their families and to-pursue hobbies:

Teachers, parents, and even some studenty wmay
argue that ...... While I do- not deny that homework
is......, I believe that doing homework from Monday
to- Fridoy s enougdv If studenty spend howry doing
homework ow Satuwrday ond Sunday as well, whes
will they have tume to- go- visiting or to- the movies
with their family? If they ... ...

Advice for the examination

In the exam hall, you have limited time. You argoahot expected to write more than 500
words (not a lot). You can anticipate and countdy @ne or at the most, two opposing
views. Think; choose the opposing view that matteost to your target reader. Example:
You are writing a proposal to the school principalorganise a school fun fair. You

think:

Principal ...sure to
worry about exam
results.

Assure him that we will
not be distracted from our
studies. Say we will do
fun fair work on

C;)’ Saturdays.

19
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Appendix
Strategies for countering an opposing view

.
fL Strategy: The fact is

State a fact to prove that the opposing view igrrect. A fact is something that R (the

reader) would accept as true.
Example

It has been argued that a theme park wc
be a healthier way to draw tourists
Singapore. However, two theme parks
Tang Dynasty City and Haw Par Villa
have closed in the last ten years a
failing to attract enough tourists and lo¢
visitors.

yWds Goal: Argue that a casin*--cﬁ
tavould bring economic benefits.

g Strategy: Imagine what would/could happen if

Paint a picture of the undesirable result(s) ifapposing position is acceptedg

Example

Casino supporters argue that gambling
already prevalent in Singapore and s
casino would make little difference. On t
contrary, a casino would attract ma
people to gambling. People who alres
gamble will have one more avenue
losing their hard-earned money. Ma
families will break up because the bre
winner has gambled away the money me
for paying for food and the children
education.

D

1
f
r

W's Goal: Argue that a casin*--cﬁ

h\é?ould be harmful to society.

e
y
y

d
nt

Undesirable results of opposing positi
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,E Strategy: Yes, but look at it this way ... ...
Show R an angle of the topic/issue that makes ppesing view less important.

N You may be right. But look at it this way.... ....
.44

Example

Critics have questioned the millions spefY’'s Goal:  Explain  why +--c@
on buying and maintaining new fighteSingapore has to spend mone
planes. Acquiring new planes is alwgysn national defence.

expensive. But the maintenance co
spread over the entire service life of {
planes, are not unreasonably high. Toda
fighters are built with low maintenanc
costs in mind. Moreover, maintaining our
current fleet of old planes will actually cast
more than buying new aircraft, which 3
more capable. (From a students’ onl
forum discussion.)

Looking at the issue of cost from|a
different angle

.
fL Strategy: True, but it's not relevant ... ...

Concede (admit) that the opposing view is truepg@tly true) but it is not relevant in the
situation you're discussing.

Example

There are students who believe that hol iW’s Goal: Persuade «--

the graduation party at a hotel gives $hoolmates that the graduation
students the chance to dress up in beayt Léf;ty should be held in school

formal clothes. That may be true. But|j
that the aim of a graduation party? 1 thi
the party is for all of us to be together
the last time, in the place we have com
regard as our second home. School, n
hotel, is the place close to our he
because it is the place that moulded us.
(From students’ online forum discussion)

aShow R why opposing view is not
s relevant to the situation.
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who said this?

Ask questions: Can we believe the information/statet in the opposing view? Argue:

?

something important / ....

(because of some otheorgagor example,

We cannot/should not take information/statementoasly because the
writer has a hidden agenda / is not qualified / ma$ considered

Information from a magazine/newspap2r Who says so? Does he/she have all

facts?

Is the writer trying to sell something?
he/she speaking in support of some gr
or cause?

the

bup

Information from a website

Who runs the website? Do they che
whether their information is accurate? A
they biased because they represent s

rck

ome

organisation?

Example

Topic: Taking part in a competition is more impaitéhan winning. Do you agree?

It may be argued that if we do n
consider winning important, we mé
always be losers. The argument goes
if winning is not uppermost in our min
we are setting ourselves up for def
even before the competition starts. Peg
who think this way have overlooked o
thing: focusing too much on winning ¢4
make a competitor so tense that he

otV's Goal: Convince examine
wyhat taking part s
thaportant than winning.
,
pat

le

""ﬁ

more

Point out what the person with ti
opposing view does not know/does 1

n
5]
S consider.

cannot perform at his/her best. He/sh¢”is

then more likely to lose. But if he/sk

L

ne

focuses on the action of taking part...

ne
not
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Unit 4 Activity 4.1: Deconstruction
Question 1 (a), (b) & (c)

(a) Sentence saying opposing view:

(b) In the sentences you found in 1(a), look fa words that meanThis is not my
view; this is what others belieV&ill in this table.

Find the words Words

That refer to the people who hold the
opposing view

That introduce/report the opposing view
(verbs)

(c) Which sentences in Paragraphs 2 and 3 couhe&rmopposing view? Study these
sentences and do the tasks below to complete ble ta

Look in Paragraph 3 for present tense verbs
that W uses to sayknow this is true

In Paragraph 3, a modal that W uses to say:
This is a possible event that | feel sure
about

In Paragraph 2, the part of a sentence
where W partly concedes the opposing
view. (Concedaneans to sayOkay, you're
right/maybe you're righ}

The part of a sentence where W asserts
(says again) her position.
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Unit 4 Activity 4.1: Deconstruction
Question 2 (a), (b) & (c)

(a) Sentences saying opposing view:

(b) In the sentences you found in 2(a), look fue tvords that meanThis is not my

view; this is what others believd-ill in this table:

Find the word(s)

Words

That refer to the people who hold the

opposing view

That introduce/report the opposing Vié
(verbs)

PW

(c) Which sentences in Paragraphs 4 and 5 couh&rmopposing view? Study these
sentences and do the tasks below to complete blee ta

Look in Paragraph 5 for past tense ve
that W uses to sayrhis past event is a fa
that proves my point

rbs
Ct

In Paragraphs 4 & 5, two modals that
uses to say: IThis is a possible eveand
2.1 feel very sure about this happening

w

In Paragraph 4, the word telling R that

w

has finished stating the opposing view and

is about to start disagreeing with it.

Question continues on next page
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The part of a sentence where W asserts
(says again) her position (Para 4 & 5).
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Unit 4 Activity 4.1: Deconstruction
Question 3 (a) & (b)

(a) Study Paragraphs 3 and 5. Look for words thatvsW doing these acts:

Para 3

Paint undesirable results of opposing
position (et's have the casing;
Singaporeans already gambling

Para 5

Based on past experience, imagine| or
predict undesirable results of opposing
position.

(b) In Paragraphs 3 and 5, W argues against ortersuthe opposing view. What
countering strategy is W using in each paragraph?

F. The facts say you're wrong.

G. If we take your position, bad thingsll happen.

H. You can’t trust the source (person/book/websité shgis opposing view).
I. Imagine the bad things that could possibly happen.

J. Yes, but it's not important/relevant in our sitweti

Paragraph 3 Countering strategy:

Paragraph 5 Countering strategy:
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Unit 4 Activity 4.2: Anticipate, counter
Situation1 ... ... for Teen Inspiration
(Write name of celebrity in blank)

Task 1: Anticipate objection

Committee | Students taking

Member role Anticipated objection to ......... as Teen Inspiratio

=)
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Unit 4 Activity 4.2: Anticipate, counter
Situation 2 Girls for National Service

Task 1: Anticipate objection

Committee | Students taking

Member role Anticipated objection to NS for girls
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Unit 4 Activity 4.2: Anticipate, counter
Situation 1 / 2 (please circle)

Task 2: Plan counter-argument

Main objection Countering strategy
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Unit 4 Activity 4.3. Sentence Patterns

\: Who says? Saying or thinking verb Opposing view (summarised)
Name the person or

group:

Some people argue/may argue that a casino would bring economic
Supporters of the casino | believe/think that benefits.

Parents who cane their may/will say that caning is the quickest way to discipline
children children.

Students from poorer may worry about the cost of buying a variety of clothes
homes to wear to school every day.
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If you don’t want to or
cannot name the
person(s):
could/may be argued that if we do not compete to win, we may
It always be losers.
(no thinking/saying verb) gambling is now available in
Although . .
Singapore, ...(continues to counter
opposing view)
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Unit 4. Saying how certain you are about something

What we wish to do inthe Grammar Example
essay
Say to R1 am very sure Simple Gambling, in various forms, alread

this is true. This is fact

We expect R to treat a
statement as true.

To use statement as fact tc
support a claim.

present tense

LA

2 existsin Singapore.fclaim]
Crowdsflock to the horse races on
race days. Queudsrm at betting
shops...

Say to RThis is very will, can, A casinowill create jobs. More
possible; I'm quite certain | may touristswill visit Singapore. Some
To argue the benefits of our may even return for repeat visits.
position, or the negative Wlt_h more factories shifting to
effect of an opposing China, unemploymertdan get
position. WOrse.
Talk about hypothetical would Imagine what #vould be like for
(not real) situations. students in a school with no
To argue for/against a uniform. Rich student&ould show
position by describing off their expensive brand name
likely desirable/undesirableé jeans, shirts and belts. Poorer
outeomes studentsvould worry about not

' having enough clothes of different

styles and designs.

To tell R:I'm not saying could, might | Some people claim that traditional
this is a fact but it's medicines cured them after wester
possible; it may be true, it medicines failed. While traditional
may not be. ? medicinescould appear to work for
To make claims to support ® some diseases, there is no scientif

our position and avoid
being challenged (Stop R
from objecting:That's not
true in all casekp

Or to concede that an
opposing view may be

partly right.

proof that they are effective and
safe. The herbs from the medicine
manmight contain harmful

substances that can damage health.

n

ic
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Unit 4 Activity 4.4: How certain am 1?

Question 1
Topic: Branded goods (e.g. Gucci watches, Armairighare better than non-branded
goods.
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
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Unit 4 Activity 4.4: How certain am 1?

Question 2

Situation: A girl from a prestigious school is irgsted in a boy from a neighbourhood
school. There is a discussion on the internet oetdr such a relationship
would work.

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)
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Unit 4 Activity 4.4: How certain am 1?

Question 3

Situation: An uncle will pay for you to study apee-university college in London or in a
country town in England. You are writing him a égtto say that you prefer to
study in London. Your goal is to persuade him teeagvith your choice.

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)
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Unit 4 Activity 4.4: How certain am 1?

Question 4

Topic: Do men make better leaders than women? ({bpis was much discussed on TV
and in the news after the government appointedtamen as ministers.)

(@)

(b)

()

(d)
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THE COPYRIGHT OF THESE MATERIALS BELONGS TO THE CHRE FOR
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